Transatrial repair of ventricular septal rupture under preoperative localization by transesophageal echocardiography.
We report about a 71-year-old woman with postinfarction ventricular septal rupture who was successfully treated by the transatrial closure under preoperative localization by transesophageal echocardiography. In an attempt at transatrial repair of the ventricular septal rupture, the most important thing is preoperative localization of the defect in the septum, which is located high and posterior, where it is smooth with relatively few trabeculations and can be readily exposed by retraction of the tricuspid valve.